
  
   

 

 

 

  

   

  

Sidetracks 
A novella 

In 1931, while riding the rails in the early years of the 
Great Depression, Maddy Skobel, desperate for food, 
knocked on the door of a young, pregnant mother's 
house in Steamburg, New York, and was given a bowl 
of chili she has never forgotten.  In the hobo tradition 
of working for a handout, Maddy made a drawing of 
the mother's little girl and promised to return one day 
to draw the new baby. 
 
Now six years have passed and Maddy, troubled by her 
yet unfulfilled promise, decides to travel from her 
home in Auburn, New York, to Steamburg to repay the 
woman's kindness.  What should have been a short, 
uneventful trip quickly turns complicated as Maddy 
must deal with the consequences of her own mistakes 
and the turmoil and tragedy created by others.   
  

Praise for Sidetracks 

Barbara Hacha has created another page-turner with 
 Sidetracks. Maddy, the protagonist, embarks on a trip to 
return a favor, but her journey is complicated by problems of 
and not of her own making that test her patience and her 
strength.  This is a compelling story that will remain with the 
reader long after the final page is read. 

—J. Everett Prewitt, Author of Snake Walkers and 

A Long Way Back 

Praise for Line by Line 

Line by Line is by far the best fictionalized treatment of a 
young woman's life on the rails during the Great Depression.  
Boxcar Bertha has nothing on Maddy Skobel, whose story you 
will love. 
 —Luther the Jet, Hobo King 1995–96  
 

About the Author 

Barbara Hacha is an award-winning author who writes 
both fiction and nonfiction. For her historical novel, Line by 
Line, Barbara researched the hobo culture as it was during 
the Great Depression. Her research later led to publication 
of Mulligan Stew: Stories and Traditions of American Hobos.  
 
Line by Line was a Finalist in the Best New Fiction category 
of USA Book News "Best Books of 2011" Awards. It received 
a Bronze medal in Historical Fiction from the Independent 
Publisher (IPPY) Awards, and in 2014 won an Eric Hoffer 
award for Legacy Fiction.  Both Line by Line and Mulligan 
Stew were awarded BRAG Medallions from IndieBRAG on 
Goodreads. 
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